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        Save the Lower Klamath National Wildlife Refuge

      


      
      
    

  






    

        
 

latest news Donate for LKWater Grant SupportTask Force

HR 2765 - Support

The Lower Klamath National Wildlife Refuge - one of the Pacific Flyway's critical waterfowl breeding, molting and migration staging areas - is being starved of essential water supplies. See our cosigned letter to the Department of the Interior expressing our serious concerns about the lack of water deliveries from the Klamath Project to the Lower Klamath National Wildlife Refuge (LKNWR) and Tule Lake National Wildlife Refuge in northeastern California, which continue to negatively impact waterfowl and other wetland-dependent wildlife.



 

The refuge is last in line for water, and increasing amounts of water are being withheld from the refuge - held in Klamath Lake or sent down the Klamath River - to help endangered fish. Meanwhile, LKNWR is turning into a duck desert.



This is not just a Northeastern California issue. It affects waterfowl populations throughout the Pacific Flyway because LKNWR provides (when it has water) essential habitat at critical times in their life cycles. California mallards breed there in large numbers. Mallards and other ducks that breed throughout the state rely on the Basin to provide safe haven when they need to molt in late summer - a process that leaves them flightless for 30-60 days. And migrators rely on the refuge for rest and refueling during their migrations north and south each year.

California Waterfowl is grateful to have critical support from the region's farmers, who have sent their water to the Lower Klamath and Tule Lake national wildlife refuges repeatedly in times of need.

But we also remain dedicated to a sustainable, enduring solution to the problem. California Waterfowl's chief goals are to secure high-priority water rights for the refuge and to secure an agreement to distribute water equitably in the Klamath Basin. And as we work toward those goals, we continue to seek every possible drop of water we can get for the refuge in the meantime.

Key reading:

	A critical breakthrough in the fight for Klamath: acquiring water rights: Please click here to read more (Sept. 3, 2021 article).
	A detailed explanation of what's causing Klamath's problem: Please click here (article from Summer 2019 issue of California Waterfowl). 
	A look at Lower Klamath's importance to the Pacific Flyway, and the impact of reduced water deliveries: Please click here (PDF).
	An explanation of "biological opinions" and their role in keeping Lower Klamath dry: Please click here.
	Announcement of the California Waterfowl task force that is pushing hard to solve this problem: Please click here.
	To see all our coverage of Klamath news, including links to newspaper articles, please click here.








tHE LATEST  NEWS
Our efforts, media coverage and the latest developments













    






    
        
            
    
        
  

  
      Sep 29, 2023

    

    
      
        A bit of good news for Lower Klamath and Tule Lake NWR
      

    

    
      
        Water acquired by CWA as part of a 3,750 acre-foot water rights purchase began again flowing into the refuge on September 18th despite flowage restrictions placed on neighboring Klamath Drainage District and the larger watershed
      

    

    
      
        
          Read More 
        
      
    


  




        

    
        
            
    
        
  

  
      Sep 14, 2023

    

    
      
        An excellent nationally published article on the Klamath Basin
      

    

    
      
        "A PLEA FOR WATER & HABITAT IN THE KLAMATH BASIN" Written by Shawn Swearingen and Jordan Rash - Helping to point a nationally based focus on the travesty at the Klamath Basin and its importance to the Pacific Flyway and beyond. Please read this story published through Mossyoak.com and shared through our news site for the entire article.
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      Feb 9, 2023

    

    
      
        Our unwavering Commitment to Lower Klamath
      

    

    
      
        Our Continued Commitment to Obtain a Permanent Water Supply for the Lower Klamath

I want to take this opportunity to give you an update on our ongoing effort to secure a permanent, reliable supply of water for the Lower Klamath National Wildlife Refuge.
      

    

    
      
        
          Read More 
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save lower klamath! newsletter
Archives of our occasional e-newsletter
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CONTACTS
Connect with our team that's fighting for Klamath










 

Mark Hennelly, VP Legislative Affairs & Public Policy

916-648-1406 ext. 105
Email Mark















 

Rob Plath, Chairman, Lower Klamath Refuge Task Force

916-648-1406
Email Rob

















 









 



        
    






  
    
      
        
          
            
              
              


Sign Up for eNews & Action Alerts

Stay up-to-date on our work, participation opportunities, volunteering, events and programs.




 Sign up now!










1346 BLUE OAKS BOULEVARD
ROSEVILLE, CA 95678
PHONE (916) 648-1406
FAX (916) 648-1665
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